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THE WHITE-CHINNED PETREL is
one of five medium-to-large petrels within the
genus Procellaria, along with the Black, Grey, Spectacled and
Westland. Among all the petrels and shearwaters in the tubenose family
Procellariidae, the ‘White-chin’ is the largest to breed in burrows. The
species is dark brown to black, save for a white chin of varying size that is
not always readily visible in flight.

The white chin is a diagnostic feature separating the species from the otherwise
similar looking Black and Westland Petrels. The legs and feet are black; the bill
is pale yellow with a black saddle. White-chins’ have a wide range in the
Southern Ocean breeding on sub-Antarctic islands. In the southern Indian
Ocean birds breed in the Prince Edward Islands (South Africa), Crozets and



Kerguelen (France), on islands south of New Zealand (Antipodes, Auckland,
Campbell) and in disputed territories™ in the South Atlantic (South Georgia/Islas
Georgias del Sur) and in small numbers in the Falkland Islands/Islas
Malvinas. At sea it ranges widely over the whole Southern Ocean south to the
Antarctic pack ice and north to the coasts of southern Africa and southern South
America. The global population has been estimated at around 1.2 million
breeding pairs representing three million adults, with the largest numbers (>100
000 pairs each) breeding on South Georgia/lslas Georgias del Sur, followed by
Kerguelen and Auckland Islands. At localities where trends exist populations
have decreased by a quarter to a third over two decades or so, corroborated by
similar declines in at-sea counts.

White-chinned Petrels breed colonially in burrows dug on vegetated peat slopes,
usually with small ponds at their entrances. As for all other tubenose seabirds
they lay a single white egg. Breeding takes place in the austral summer. Diet
consists of fish, crustaceans and squid obtained by surface seizing and diving o
a depth of 15 m, often feeding at night. Scavenging behind fishing vessels is
common, putting the bird at high risk to longline hooks and trawl warp collisions.

Because of population declines and fishery mortality the species has a global
threat category of Vulnerable, despite its overall large population. Introduced
mammals, including predatory cats and rodents, have been removed from most
breeding islands where they occurred, leading to improved breeding success
where studied, but not from all. Infroduced mammals require removal from
French sub-Antarctic islands and from Auckland Island. More widespread
adoption of mitigation measures (such as deploying bird scaring lines) is required
on fishing vessels within the species’ wide range in both national and
international waters. The White-chinned Petrel is listed both within the Albatross
and Petrel Agreement (ACAP) and the Convention on Migratory Species on
Appendix II. Nearly all breeding islands are national nature reserves with
management plans or equivalents restricting landings by permit only. Several
are World Heritage Natural Sites and/or Ramsar Wetlands of International
Importance. Most are surrounded by Marine Protected Areas of varying sizes.

* A dispute exists between the Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland concerning sovereignty over the Falkland Islands (Islas Malvinas), South Georgia and the
South Sandwich Islands (Islas Georgias del Sur e Islas Sandwich del Sur) and the surrounding maritime
areas.
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