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THE BLACK PETREL is one of five medium-to-large petrels within the
genus Procellaria, along with the Grey, Spectacled, Westland and White-
chinned; it is the smallest of the five. The species is overall dark brown to
black, with black legs and feet. The bill is yellowish to white with a black
tip. It is similar in appearance to the larger Westland Petrel.

The Black Petrel is a New Zealand endemic that currently breeds on only two
islands, Little Barrier (Hauturu; 28 km?, 722 m) and around the summit of 627-m
Mount Hobson (Hirakimata) on Great Barrier (Aotea; 285 km?) in the outer
Hauraki Gulf of the North Island. In the past it bred in the mountains of both the
North and South Islands — where it did not survive infroduced mammalian
predators. At sea its range extends to the east coast of Australia (when breeding)



and to the Pacific coast of South America as nonbreeders, as shown by tracking
studies. Estimates suggest there are less than 3000 breeding pairs with an
overall population of around 11 000 birds, including juveniles. Around 600 pairs
breed on permanently uninhabited Little Barrier with 2000-2500 pairs on and
around Great Barrier's Mount Hobson where the petrel has been monitored from
the 1995/96 breeding season. The population is assumed to be stable on both
islands, following recovery from cats on Little Barrier. Black Petrels breed
colonially, laying their single eggs in burrows dug within forested areas in the
austral summer. Diet includes fish caught by day and more rarely
bioluminescent squid caught at night, both by mostly shallow dives to less than
five metres.

The species is at risk to fishing, being caught on longlines when scavenging
behind vessels in both New Zealand and South American waters. This, a
calculated low adult survival rate, low juvenile recruitment and its restriction to
only two breeding sites have given it both a global and a national threat category
of Endangered. It is listed both within the Albatross and Petrel Agreement
(ACAP) and the Convention on Migratory Species on Appendix II.

Little Barrier Island is a Nature Reserve (New Zealand’s first, established in
1896) with the public requiring a permit to visit during the day only in limited
numbers. It has been idenfified as an Important Bird Area by BirdLife
International. Great Barrier Island has a small resident community of under one
thousand, high numbers of visitors, and large forested areas classified as a
Scenic Reserve. Little Barrier has no introduced predators following the removal
of feral cats and Pacific Rats, whereas Great Barrier has Ship and Pacific Rats,
feral cats and feral pigs; feral goats were eradicated in 2006. Trapping to control
rats and cats takes place within the Mount Hobson study site where visitors are
restricted to walking tracks and boardwalks to avoid disturbing burrows by
frampling. Translocation of chicks from Great to Little Barrier ook place in the
past to bolster the population on the smaller island.
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