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SUMMARY  

As many as 25,000 seabirds are potentially killed in marine fisheries around the southern 

cone of South America each year. A group of professionals from government, national 

fishery institutes and local NGOs collaborated to identify solutions and develop lines of 

cooperation during a workshop entitled "Incidental Capture of Seabirds: Solutions in the 

Southern Cone", which was held in Valdivia, Chile between the 11th and 13th January 2017.  

RECOMMENDATIONS    

1. Inform the ACAP SBWG members of the workshop and main outcomes; 

2. Encourage similar opportunities for further collaborations, with special regard to 

“natural partnerships” that link countries through cross-boundary seabird 

migration patterns; 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Argentina and Chile together comprise the iconic southern cone of South America, where the 

principle fisheries include large industrial trawl fleets. The region is a hotspot foraging area 

for several threatened species of albatrosses and petrels listed in Annex 1 of ACAP. In 

recent years the SBWG have considered several reports that identified fisheries in the 

southern cone that impact species listed under Annex 1 (Argentina, 2013a; Argentina, 

2013b; Argentina, 2013c; BirdLife International 2013; Adasme & Vega, 2016; Tamini et al., 

2016). In light of the potential cumulative impact of these fisheries on vulnerable seabirds, 

and with consideration to the potential for dramatic reductions in interactions through the 

implementation of simple and effective measures described in the same documents, a 

workshop was held to bring together experts from the two countries to discuss solutions and 

develop lines of collaborative work. 
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1.1. Workshop objectives 

The specific objectives of the workshop were as follows:  

1. strengthen the links between the main researchers and managers in Argentina and 

Chile; 

2. identify common goals between the two countries and opportunities for 

collaboration and sharing experiences; 

3. align the objectives in common with the work plan of the ACAP seabird by-catch 

working group; 

4. identify lines of work to experiment with potential mitigation measures; 

5. develop future plans for the implementation of mitigation measures.  

2. MAIN OUTCOMES 

Among the four main trawl fleets1 in the southern cone, according to the evidence shared in 

the workshop, about 25,000 birds are likely to die each year due to negative interactions with 

fisheries; 

Individuals present at the workshop will continue to strengthen linkages to enhance shared 

capacity to generate positive changes for the conservation of seabirds; 

It was recommended to develop future regional workshops to continue strengthening the 

links between experts along the Atlantic and Pacific corridors, for which Argentina and Chile 

are well positioned to offer a leading role; 

It was agreed to work together to improve the collection of standardized data on interactions 

and incidental mortality that would permit spatially and temporally stratified analysis; 

It was agreed to promote the integration of information between the different organisations at 

a national and international level; 

It was agreed to collaborate with fishery enforcement authorities in the elaboration, proposal 

and implementation of conservation measures to mitigate the incidental mortality of seabirds 

in the southern cone fisheries; 

It was agreed to promote the updating and implementation of the National Action Plans to 

reduce the interactions of seabirds with fisheries; 

Finally, an agreement to continue to work together to advance the development and 

implementation of mitigation measures in the southern cone fleets was discussed and a 

statement of intent was signed by the workshop participants (ANNEX 1). 
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1 Argentina: industrial demersal trawl fleet & austral mid-water trawl fleet 
Chile: industrial central-southern demersal trawl fleet & austral mid-water trawl fleet 
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ANNEX 1  

Declaration of Valdivia 

Working towards the reduction of seabird bycatch in Southern cone fisheries 

Workshop "Incidental Capture of Seabirds: Solutions in the Southern Cone" 

Valdivia, Chile - 11 to 13 January 2017 

 

Recognising that: 

Seabirds, and albatrosses in particular, are threatened with extinction, in large part due to 

interactions with fisheries; 

There are simple, economical and effective solutions that, when properly implemented, can 

mitigate the negative effects of these interactions; 

 

Understanding that: 

States are responsible for the administration, sustainable use of natural resources and 

conservation of ecosystems; 

Fisheries research institutes have a fundamental and mandatory role in data collection and 

generation of information on fishing activity including effects on the ecosystem, which 

contribute to decision making; 

The main objective of BirdLife International's Marine Programme is to improve the 

conservation status of seabirds, through a collaborative approach with national and 

international organisations; 

 

Highlighting that: 

Frequently, efforts by individuals and teams within different government agencies, national 

research institutes and NGOs are often key drivers of sustainable change; 

In light of the reasons stated, the participants of the Workshop "Seabird Bycatch: Solutions in 

the Southern Cone" declare our willingness to collaborate in conducting actions to improve 

the conservation status of seabirds, including: 

(1) Improve the standardised collection of seabird interactions and mortality data that allow 

spatially and temporally stratified analyses; 

(2) Promote the integration of information between the different organisations at a national 

and international level; 

(3) Develop, propose and implement conservation measures to mitigate the incidental 

mortality of seabirds in southern cone fisheries; 

(4) Promote the revision and implementation of National Plans of Action to reduce the 

interactions between seabirds and fisheries; 

 

Signed in Valdivia [in Spanish] on January 13, 2017 


