Grant Application Form: Long-term albatross and petrel research to examine potential impacts from offshore renewable energy activities

Agreement on the Conservation of Albatrosses and Petrels - Renewables Environmental Research Initiative (ACAP-RERI)

Please complete the form below and return it to acap-reri-apply@acapsecretariat.org by    16 October 2026, 23:59 AEST.
Please note that while this Grant Application Form is in English, we will also consider applications made in French and Spanish.

1. CONTACT INFORMATION
Principal Investigator/s and primary contact/s of the project.
	Title 
	 

	Full name 
	 

	Email address 
	 

	Phone number (with country code) 
	 



	If the Principal Investigator/s are submitting multiple project applications, please include the names of the other projects below.  

	

 



2. ORGANISATION DETAILS
Please provide details of the organisation to which funds for the project will be paid if the application is successful.
	Type of organisation (university/research institution, for-profit company, NGO, government agency, other) 
	 


	Legal name of organisation/institution 
	 


	Trading and business name (if different/applicable) 
	 


	Registered legal address of organisation /institution 
	 


	Registered business number (if applicable) 
	 


	Principal place of business (if applicable) 
	 


	Date and place of incorporation (if applicable) 
	 




3. PROFESSIONAL ABILITY
	Share the name, responsibilities and full-time equivalent (FTE%) for all nominated project personnel, briefly explaining their relevant experience.

	



	Please share CVs for all project personnel, including references and a list of publications.
All CVs must be submitted in PDF format attached to the same email as the Application Form, and must adhere to the following file-naming convention:
[Shortened Project Title]_[PI Initials]_[Project Member First Initial]_[Project Member Surname] CV.pdf
For example, PI John Doe would submit CVs for project personnel Andy Wright and Emma Smith in the following format:
Population_Trends_JD_A_Wright_CV

Population_Trends_JD_E_Smith_CV

Applicants should ensure that the naming convention is followed exactly. Files submitted in any other format or file name are not guaranteed to be considered as part of the application. 



4. CONFLICT OF INTEREST AND/OR PROBITY ISSUES
A conflict of interest may exist and/or probity issues may arise, for example, if the proponent or any of its personnel (including partner organisations, and project personnel):
· has a relationship (whether professional, commercial or personal) with a party who is able to influence the application assessment process, such as an ACAP staff member
· has a relationship with, or interest in, an organisation which is likely to interfere with or restrict the applicant in carrying out the proposed activities fairly and independently
· has a relationship with, or interest in, an organisation from which they will receive personal gain as a result of the granting of funding under the ACAP-RERI.
This includes any conflict of interest and/or probity issues regarding this application or with the offshore renewables industry. 
This is a non-exhaustive list of examples, and it is the applicant's responsibility to ensure that any and all actual, potential or perceived conflicts are disclosed as soon as possible.

	Disclose details on any actual, perceived or potential conflict of interest. Also detail any proposed actions to avoid or manage the declared conflict.  

	





5. PROJECT DETAILS
Please ensure to demonstrate how the project complements rather than duplicates other work being funded by the broader RERI programme (full list here: https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/epbc/advice/renewable-energy-projects/reri) and existing relevant research.
5.1	Project title
	Enter the title of the proposed project. (approximately 30 words)  

	 
 
 



	Number of words entered:
	



5.2	Project description
	Provide a thorough yet succinct description of the research questions the project intends to answer and why. Explain how the project is fit for purpose, and how the proposed outcomes align with project objectives. Demonstrate how your project strategically aligns with ACAP-RERI key themes, overarching criteria, and broader RERI objectives. (approximately 1500 words)

	





	Number of words entered:
	



5.3	Project outputs
	Provide a detailed description of the anticipated outputs, along with the projected timeline for their completion, expressed in month and year (MM/YYYY). Add details such as proposed interim reports, and how each output addresses RERI objectives. (approximately 1000 words)

	





	Number of words entered:
	



5.4	Priority ACAP-RERI research areas
	
	Select which ACAP-RERI priority research areas the project will cover:
	Y/N

	1.
	Improve understanding of the size, structure and population trends for albatrosses and petrels and other Procellariiformes species breeding and foraging in Australia's jurisdiction.
	

	
	Support the ongoing development of long-term datasets and improve current population estimates, to enable the assessment of population-level impacts of offshore wind farms and the establishment of a comprehensive monitoring framework. 
	

	
	Obtain demographic data for each breeding and foraging population, where feasible.
	

	
	Identify options to expand the range of innovative, cost-effective techniques for collecting and analysing population trend data and demographic data for populations. 
	

	2.
	Improve understanding of the potential impacts to albatrosses and petrels and other Procellariiformes species from offshore wind farms.
	

	
	Collect multi-year data on the source populations and at-sea distribution (including migratory pathways), local abundance, and flight height ranges of species foraging in Australian waters to identify the most at-risk species and populations, and the seasonal timing of occurrence for adults (including non-breeding birds) and juveniles.
	

	
	Identify the spatial and temporal extent of foraging ranges within Australian offshore wind declaration areas to inform the collision risks for current and likely future placement of wind turbines (e.g. flight heights, flight speeds, diurnal/nocturnal activity, flapping/gliding/shear-soaring behaviour). 
	

	
	Identify likely barrier and/or displacement effects from offshore wind farms.
Identify potential responses of species to artificial lighting on turbines and support vessels, and the potential of offshore wind farms to attract species by acting as fish aggregation devices (FADs).
	

	3.
	Support the management of potential impacts to albatrosses and petrels and other Procellariiformes species from offshore wind farms.
	

	
	Identify effective avoidance and mitigation measures, including consideration of current and likely future turbine designs and windfarm configurations.
	

	
	Identify effective technologies for real-time monitoring and curtailment of offshore wind farm operations where bird strike risk exceeds a threshold level.
	

	4.
	Translate findings into targeted, accessible formats to support evidence-based decision-making.
	

	
	Support updates to relevant EPBC Act regulatory guidance based on new information.
	

	
	Develop ACAP guidelines for offshore windfarms using ACAP nomenclature.
	

	
	Develop educational materials for use by ACAP member Parties using ACAP nomenclature.
	

	
	Support the preparation of, and public access to, data obtained and developed under the project (such as tracking data seabird distribution maps) for a broad range of stakeholders, including regulators, industry and researchers.
	



5.5	Other project outcomes
	Briefly describe any other policy, management plans, recovery plans and/or conservation strategies the project outcomes address and/or develop. (approximately 150 words)

	





	Number of words entered:
	



5.6	Methodology
	Specify the study design, target sample, data sources, data collection procedures, analytical methods, and limitations, with sufficient detail to permit assessment of feasibility and rigour. (approximately 1,000 words)

	





	Number of words entered:
	



5.7	Data management
Note: Please refer to the Call for Project Proposals for data management requirements.
	Describe the types of data to be collected and specify how data will be collated, stored, protected, and shared during and after the project. (approximately 300 words)

	





	Number of words entered:
	



5.8	Timeline of work
Note: All activity including submission of a Final Report must be completed prior to June 2030
	Please demonstrate a realistic and yet flexible timeline. Provide an outline of the planned activity, including the estimated start and end dates. Include details of project milestones, such as expected field seasons and reporting (interim and final). (approximately 400 words)

Grant recipients will be required to submit six-monthly progress reports covering the periods 1 January–30 June (due in July) and 1 July–31 December (due in January), for the duration of the project, until the submission of a Final Report. 

Applicants are welcome to include a visual timeline (e.g., a gantt chart) to support their submission. 

Files must be in PDF, JPEG, or PNG format, attached to the same email as the Application Form, and adhere to the following file-naming convention:

[Shortened Project Title]_[PI Initials]_Gantt_Chart.pdf

For example, PI John Doe would submit a gantt chart in the following format:

Population_Trends_JD_Gantt_Chart 

Applicants should ensure that the naming convention is followed exactly. Files submitted in any other format or file name are not guaranteed to be considered as part of the application.

	





5.9	Permits and approvals
Note: Any form of animal studies must follow local ethics approval processes and details of relevant ethical review and approvals must be provided.
	Describe any permits or approvals required for the duration of the project, along with the date they were obtained or the anticipated date by which they will be secured. (approximately 150 words)

	





	Number of words entered:
	



6. RISK MANAGEMENT
Consequence: determine the expected/future impact of a risk event after the treatment has been implemented (i.e. insignificant, minor, moderate, major, and catastrophic), using the Consequence Ratings and Descriptors provided below.
Likelihood: determine the expected/future probability of the risk event occurring after the treatment has been implemented (i.e. remote, unlikely, possible, likely, and highly likely), using the Likelihood Ratings and Descriptors provided below.

	Itemise the most significant potential risks to project delivery and what is proposed to treat and mitigate those risks. Separate assessments should be provided for distinct categories of risk, including, but not limited to, risks to the target species, risks to researchers and equipment, and risks that could affect the ability to complete the proposed work. 
Use the risk matrix to help score the risks. (approximately 500 words)

	





	Number of words entered:
	



[image: ]Table 1: Risk matrix


7. ONGOING COMPLIANCE
	Describe your ability to monitor, report and keep records of the project as required. (approximately 150 words)

	





	Number of words entered:
	



8. PROJECT BUDGET (SPLIT OVER JANUARY-DECEMBER PERIODS)
Please download the provided Project Budget Template, complete all required sections, and send it together with this Grant Application Form.
Note: If the application is successful this work plan will form the basis for the contract. 
	Value for money: Demonstrate how your approach represents a cost-effective strategy to deliver the described project. (approximately 150 words)
	

	


	



	Number of words entered:
	



	Capital assets: Please outline how capital assets valued over $5,000 that are purchased as part of the proposed project will be managed, retained, or re-deployed after the project concludes.
ACAP will reserve the right to reclaim capital assets above the stated value for future use. Where the applicant can demonstrate that the asset will continue to be used for its intended purpose, consideration may be given to permitting its retention. In other circumstances, approval may be limited to the purchase of second-hand equipment. (approximately 150 words)
	

	


	



	Number of words entered:
	



	Payment Schedule: As standard ACAP practice, direct costs associated with equipment, along with other essential direct expenses, are payable upfront. The remaining project costs will be disbursed in three equal instalments: upon project commencement, at the mid-point of the project (milestone to be agreed), and upon project completion following the submission of the Final Report.
If you require an alternative payment schedule to the ACAP standard, please provide detail in the ‘Alternative payment schedule’ section below. (approximately 100 words)
	

	


	



	Number of words entered:
	



CERTIFICATION BY INVESTIGATOR/S
I/We certify that:
a) All the details on this application form are true and complete.
b) I/We have read and understand the Application Guidelines (Call for Project Proposals).
c) I/We have complied with the Application Guidelines, in completing and submitting this Grant Application Form.
d) All persons listed as field personnel or investigators have agreed to take part in the proposed research, that investigators have obtained the approval of their employer to participate in this proposal and that I/we will be responsible for the conduct of those persons. Where the facilities of another institution are required for carrying out the proposed research, the investigator from that institution certifies below that formal approval has been obtained from the institution for this to occur.
e) I/We understand and agree that all relevant legal and policy requirements must be met in order for the proposed research to proceed.
f) I/We understand and agree that, if endorsed by ACAP, the ACAP-RER Steering Group, and the Technical Advisory Group, the project will not be permitted to proceed until, among other things:
(i) any ethical clearances and committee approval/s have been obtained.
(ii) all State and Commonwealth government permits/approvals have been obtained.
g) In submitting this application, I/We consent to its referral to any independent expert reviewers and ACAP for assessment.
h) I/We have read and agree to the conditions and clauses set out in the Call for Project Proposals.
i) I/We understand and agree that, if endorsed by ACAP, the ACAP-RERI Steering Group, and the Technical Advisory Group, data and metadata resulting from the project will be submitted to the Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW).

CONFIDENTIALITY AND DATA PROTECTION
All personal, confidential, or sensitive information provided in your application will be handled in accordance with the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth) and any other applicable laws. The information you provide will be used solely for the purpose of evaluating your application and administering the grant process.
The peer review process of applications received is a confidential process to ensure that the information provided in the proposals is protected and to allow for a thorough, open and fair assessment of proposals. Therefore, all applications/reports and/or individuals assessed, including related data, intellectual property and other documents, will be treated in confidence by evaluators/reviewers, ACAP staff and any other individuals involved in the evaluation/review process.
Access to this information will be restricted to authorised personnel involved in the monitoring, management or review of the ACAP-RERI initiative. Appropriate technical and organisational measures, including an embargo, will be implemented to protect the information from unauthorised access, disclosure, alteration, or loss.
By submitting an application, you consent to the collection, use, and storage of your personal information for the purposes stated above.

Date:




Signature:
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